
Set up effective Alerts for 

Patent Watching
Tips & Tricks
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Why Alerts?

✓Automated Results (Weekly/Monthly)

✓Easy Result Sharing (PDF, Excel, Workfile)

✓Track specific events to stay ahead of competition



➢ Refine your search query 

➢ Quick analysis to be sure that your query covering 

the domain of interest well

➢ Patent review to spot the most blocking patents 

➢ Use metrics to identify the most important 

competitors or market to watch.

➢ Setup the alert

Advice for setting up 

the most effective 

alerts
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Run your search in advanced 

search 

Select Database: 

Fampat: invention families

Fullpat: individual countries

Process to create 

alert (1 of 2)
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Search History

Process to 

create alert 

(2 of 2)
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Watching Competitors



Watching 

Competitors
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CODE

New Patent families 

(inventions)

Database: FAMPAT

Deselct

Option



Watching 

Competitors
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CODE

New extensions 

(jurisdictions)

Database: FAMPAT



Watching 

Competitors
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CODE

Find competitor’s 

patents published in 

specific countries

Database: FAMPAT



Watch on Legal Status



Legal Status

All changes
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CODE

Database: FULLPAT



Legal Status

All changes
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Database: FULLPAT



Legal Status | Granted patents
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Improving your search for 

Alerts

Granted States

Select from the Advanced 

search interface for granted 

patents. 

Corporate Tree

Identify all subsidiaries of 

your competitor and include 

then in them alert script.

Database: FULLPAT



Legal Status

Improving your search for 

Alerts

Use the Search History to 

combine your search steps. 
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Legal Status

Granted patents in 

specific jurisdiction

CODE

Query for EP:

(STATE/ACT=ALIVE) P STATUS/ACT=GRANTED P (PC/ACT=EP OR CC/ACT=EP)

LGUP



Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications



Format to set an 

Alert on US legal 

status Frequency

Track update in 
the Legal status

Type of 
event

Patent applications you 
want to watch
OR
Patent assignee you 
want to watch

Step 1 of 2



Format to set an alert on the US legal status | Step 2 of 2
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Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Non final rejection
CO/ACT=US/CTNF

Database: FULLPAT
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Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Non final rejection
CO/ACT=US/CTNF

Database: FULLPAT

You can search 

the application 

in USPAIR to 

see this data.
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Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Response to non final 

action
CO/ACT=US/CTNFR

Database: FULLPAT



Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Notice of allowance
CO/ACT=US/NOAM
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CODE

Database: FULLPAT



Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Notice of allowance
CO/ACT=US/NOAM
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Database: FULLPAT

Notice of allowance 

document from USPAIR
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Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Inter Parte Review
CO/ACT=US/IPR

Database: FULLPAT
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Watch Potentially 

blocking Applications

US FOCUS

Terminal disclaimer

CO/ACT=US/DC

Database: FULLPAT



Types of Events | US FOCUS
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EVENT QUERY PURPOSE OF ALERT Alert on:

Final 

rejection
CO/ACT=US/CTFR

To identify if the examiner has closed prosecution 

of the pending application. 

Patent 

Numbers

Response 

after 

final rejection

CO/ACT=US/CTFAR Be notified if applicant has responded to the office 

action. 

Patent 

Numbers

Track1 

request
CO/ACT=US/TR1RQ

Track requests for prioritized examination of a 

patent application

Assignee

Track1 

granted
CO/ACT=US/TR1RQG Spot granting of request for expedited review Assignee

CODE: LGUP   | COLLECTION: FULLPAT



Types of Events | CN FOCUS

27

EVENT QUERY PURPOSE OF ALERT Alert on:

Licencing CO/ACT=CN/EE01 To identify if the patent has been licensed Patent 

Numbers

Grant of 

patent right 
CO/ACT=CN/GR01 

Be notified of grant of application Patent 

Numbers

Reassignment CO/ACT=CN/TA01 Spot reassignments Assignee

CODE: LGUP   | COLLECTION: FULLPAT



Data Coverage
Full coverage of our data is on our 

homepage:

Legal status sources: 

• EPO

• USPTO

• SIPO 

• US Pair

• US Gazette

✓Quality data

✓Consistent updates

✓Data Normalisation

✓Rapid updates



Need more help?

Contact our support team:

help@questel.com

Q&A 
Please use the chat box to ask 

any questions.


